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This pack is for delegates attending the GCSE History network event for the explain why... questions. This
pack contains the exemplar material that you will need during the meeting, as well as a space to type any
notes or comments.

This GCSE History network will allow delegates to:

* Receive a brief update on the qualification and ask questions
* Revisit the explain why... question and how it is assessed
* Talk through some marked exemplar student answers

* Network and share teaching ideas and strategies

meeting?

Are there any updates or new resources that Pearson are offering which you would like to check out after this
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Paper 2 exemplars

Explain why... Anglo-Saxons and Normans

Question
1 (b) Explain why there was a succession crisis after the death of Edward the Confessor.
You may use the following in your answer:
+ the Witan
«  William of Normandy
You must also use information of your own.
Target: Analysis of second order concepts: causation [AO02];
Knowledge and understanding of features and characteristics [AO1].
AO2: 6 marks.
AO1: 6 marks.
0 No rewardable material.

1 1-3 * A simple or generalised answer is given, lacking development and organisation.
[AO2]

o Limited knowledge and understanding of the topic is shown. [AO1]

2 4-6 ¢ An explanation is given showing limited analysis and with implicit or
unsustained links to the conceptual focus of the question. It shows some
development and organisation of material, but a line of reasoning is not
sustained. [AO2]

* Accurate and relevant information is included, showing some knowledge and
understanding of the period. [AO1]

Maximum 5 marks for Level 2 answers that do not go beyond aspects prompted

by the stimulus points.

3 7-9 * An explanation is given, showing some analysis, which is mainly directed at the
conceptual focus of the question. It shows a line of reasoning that is generally
sustained, although some passages may lack coherence and organisation.
[AO2]

¢ Accurate and relevant information is included, showing good knowledge and
understanding of the required features or characteristics of the period studied.
[AO1]
Maximum 8 marks for Level 3 answers that do not go beyond aspects prompted
by the stimulus points.
4 10-12

¢ An analytical explanation is given which is directed consistently at the
conceptual focus of the question, showing a line of reasoning that is coherent,
sustained and logically structured. [AO2]

e Accurate and relevant information is precisely selected to address the question
directly, showing wide-ranging knowledge and understanding of the required
features or characteristics of the period studied. [AO1]

No access to Level 4 for answers that do not go beyond aspects prompted by the
stimulus points.
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Indicative content guidance

Answers must be credited according to candidates’ deployment of material in relation to the qualities
outlined in the mark scheme. While specific references are made in the indicative content below, this
does not imply that these must be included; other relevant material must also be credited.

Relevant points may include:

As there were rival claimants to the throne when Edward died, an attack was likely and therefore the
Witan needed to approve a new king very quickly.

Edward had appeared to promise more than one person the throne on his death, e.g. William of
Normandy and Harold Godwinson.

There were a number of rival claimants whose claim to the throne all had elements of legitimacy,
e.g. Edgar was Edward’s nearest relative, Hardrada believed his father had been promised the
throne, William of Normandy had a blood connection.

None of the claimants had an overwhelmingly strong case, e.g. Edgar’s youth and lack of military
experience; Harold was only connected to the throne by marriage; William and Harald were both
foreigners.

It had been increasingly clear in the 1060s that there would be a succession crisis as Edward was not
going to produce an heir.

By the time of Edward’s death, the power of the Godwinsons, e.g. Edward’s marriage to Edith, meant
that they felt confident that they could challenge for the throne.
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Explain why... Response 1

(b) Explain why there was a succession crisis after the death of Edward the Confessor.
(12)
' N

You may use the following in your answer:

the Witan
William of Normandy

You must also use information of your own.
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What level did this receive? Use this space to make notes.
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Explain why... Elizabeth

Question
1(b) Explain why Raleigh's first colony in Virginia failed.
You may use the following in your answer:
o the native Algonquians
+ damage to the ship, The Tiger
You must also use information of your own.
Target: Analysis of second order concepts: causation [AO2];
Knowledge and understanding of features and characteristics [AO1].
AO2: 6 marks.
AO1: 6 marks.

1 1-3 « A simple or generalised answer is given, lacking development and
organisation. [A02]

e Limited knowledge and understanding of the topic is shown. [AO1]

2 4-6 ¢ An explanation is given showing limited analysis and with implicit or
unsustained links to the conceptual focus of the question. It shows some
development and organisation of material, but a line of reasoning is not
sustained. [AO2]

e Accurate and relevant information is included, showing some knowledge and
understanding of the period. [AO1]

Maximum 5 marks for Level 2 answers that do not go beyond aspects prompted

by the stimulus points.

3 7-9 + An explanation is given, showing some analysis, which is mainly directed at the
conceptual focus of the question. It shows a line of reasoning that is generally
sustained, although some passages may lack coherence and organisation.
[AD2]

e Accurate and relevant information is included, showing good knowledge and
understanding of the required features or characteristics of the period studied.
[AO1]

Maximum 8 marks for Level 3 answers that do not go beyond aspects prompted

by the stimulus points.

4 10-12 e An analytical explanation is given which is directed consistently at the
conceptual focus of the question, showing a line of reasoning that is coherent,
sustained and logically structured. [AO2]

¢ Accurate and relevant information is precisely selected to address the question
directly, showing wide-ranging knowledge and understanding of the required
features or characteristics of the period studied. [AO1]

No access to Level 4 for answers which do not go beyond aspects prompted by

the stimulus points.
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Indicative content guidance

Answers must be credited according to candidates” deployment of material in relation to the qualities
outlined in the mark scheme. While specific references are made in the indicative content below, this
does not imply that these must be included; other relevant material must also be credited.

Relevant points may include:

s The colonists got into conflict with the native Algonquian population, from whom they were
constantly demanding food and supplies, and relations faltered.

s The Tiger, one of the ships, had been damaged on the way over, which meant that a lot of the food
supplies and the seeds brought for planting were destroyed.

+ The colonists quickly ran out of food, because they had left England too late in the year to plant
crops to replenish their supplies.

+ The colonists came from a diverse range of backgrounds and did not work well together: the upper
class were not willing to work and the middle and lower classes were not willing to take orders.

+ The colonists were not experienced in building a settlement from the ground up and were not
willing to put the work in to establish the settlement properly.

+ Raleigh had sent lots of artisans to help set up the colony, but not enough farmers, which made it
difficult to begin successful agriculture.
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Explain why... Response 2
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What level did this receive? Use this space to make notes.
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Paper 3 exemplars

Explain why... Weimar and Nazi Germany

2 Explain why the Mazis were able to create a police state in the years 1933-39.

You may use the following in your answer:

+ concentration camps
+« law courts

You must also use information of your own.

Marking instructions
Markers must apply the descriptors above in line with the general marking guidance (page 3).

Performance in AO1 and AO2 is interdependent. An answer displaying no qualities of AO2 cannot be
awarded more than the top of Level 1, no matter how strong performance is in AO1; markers should
note that the expectation for AO1 is that candidates demonstrate both knowledge and understanding.

The middle mark in each level may be achieved by stronger performance in either AO1 or AO2.

Indicative content guidance

Answers must be credited according to candidates’ deployment of material in relation to the qualities
outlined in the mark scheme. While specific references are made in the indicative content below, this
does not imply that these must be included; other relevant material must also be credited.

Relevant points may include:
* Emergency powers allowed the Nazis to place political opponents in concentration camps.

* The Nazis were able to establish a police state because they had support from sympathetic judges
who served in the law courts.

* Only limited evidence was required to bring cases to the People’s Court, which was set up in 1934.
* The Enabling Act allowed the Nazis to create a one-party state.

* The wide-ranging powers of the Gestapo gave the Nazis the ability to create the police state. They
had the right to search without warrants and to detain and torture suspects without trial.

* Fear created by the use of the SD prevented the German people from resisting the rise of the police
state.
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Explain why... Response 3

-

2 Explain why the Nazis were able to create a police state in the years 1933-39.

(12)

You may use the following in your answer:

«  concentration camps
+ law courts

You must also use information of your own. (C;D_.I- gt;,,) .
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What level did this receive? Use this space to make notes.
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Explain why... Response 4
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What level did this receive? Use this space to make notes.
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Sharing good practice

Use this space to record any ideas, teaching strategies or other notes from the discussion.
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Paper 1 exemplars

Explain why... Medicine

Question

4

Explain why there were improvements in medical knowledge in the years
c©1500-c1700.

You may use the following in your answer:

+ Thomas Sydenham
+ the printing press

You must also use information of your own.

Target: Analysis of second order concepts: causation/change [A02];
kKnowledge and understanding of features and characteristics [A01].
A02: &6 marks.
AO01: & marks.

Level Mark

Descriptor

MNo rewardable material.

« A simple or generalised answer is given, lacking development and organisation.
[a02]

« Limited knowledge and understanding of the topic is shown. [A01]

« An explanation is given, showing limited analysis and with implicit or unsustained
links to the conceptual focus of the gquestion. It shows some development and
organisation of material, but a line of reasoning is not sustained. [A402]

« Accurate and relevant information is included, showing some knowledge and
understanding of the period. [A01]

Maximum 5 marks for Level 2 answers that do not go beyond aspects prompted by
the stimulus points

« An explanation is given, showing some analysis, which is mainly directed at the
conceptual focus of the guestion. It shows a line of reasoning that is generally
sustained, although some passages may lack coherence and organisation. [A02]

« Accurate and relevant information is included, showing good knowledge and
understanding of the required features or characteristics of the period studied.
[a01]

Maximum 8 marks for Level 3 answers that do not go beyond aspects prompted by
the stimulus points.

4 10-12

« An analytical explanation is given which is directed consistently at the conceptual
focus of the guestion, showing a line of reasoning that is coherent, sustained and
logically structured. [A02]

« Accurate and relevant information is precisely selected to address the question
directly, showing wide-ranging knowledge and understanding of the required
features or characteristics of the period studied. [A01]

No access to Level 4 for answers that do not go beyond aspects prompted by the
stimulus points.
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Marking instructions

Markers must apply the descriptors above in line with the general marking guidance (page 3).

Performance in A01 and AO2 is interdependent. An answer displaying mo gualities of A02 cannot be
awarded more than the top of Level 1, no matter how strong performance is in A01; markers should note
that the expectation for A01 is that candidates demonstrate both knowledge and understanding.

The middle mark in each level may be achieved by stronger performance in either 201 or A02.

Indicative content guidance

Answers must be credited according to candidates” deployment of material in relation to the qualities
outlined in the mark scheme. While specific references are made in the indicative content below, this does
not imply that these must be included; other relevant material must also be credited.

Relevant points may include:

+ Thomas Sydenham took a scientific approach to studying diseases, trying to classify them; he showed
that scarlet fever and measles were different.

+ Sydenham’s scientific observations led him to stress the importance of trying to treat the disease
rather than simply its symptoms.

+ The printing press allowed new discoveries to be widely and quickly disseminated.

+ The creation of the Royal Society led to a new emphasis on scientific enguiry and improved knowledge,
such as the report of "animalcules’ by Leeuwenhoek.

+ Vesalius dissected bodies to improve his knowledge of anatomy and then had his findings published in
his book "On the Fabric of the Human Body'.

+ Harvey used a scientific approach of dissection, experiment, observation and recording to improve his
knowledge of physiclogy.

19
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Explain why... Response 5

o

4 Explain why there were improvements in medical knowledge in the years
€1 5001700,

[12)

You may use the following in your answer:

+  Thomas Sydenbam - pre el
+  the printing press

You must also use information of your own,
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EACARE AR el s A A DA EN TR AR Y

Examiner comments

* The first paragraph demonstrates the importance of the work of Vesalius in disproving Galen’s
previous theory of the four humours. For AO2, there is good analysis of the scale and
limitations of the change this led to whilst demonstrating accurate and relevant knowledge of
the time period.

* The next paragraph addresses the work of Thomas Sydenham, cited as a stimulus point in the
question. Again, there is accurate knowledge and an analytical approach to addressing the
changes which resulted from his work.

* Finally, the response considers the impact of the printing press from the stimulus points and
concludes with the work of the Royal Society, although this is incorrectly stated as being
established under Charles | rather than Charles Il. Despite this error, the answer has already
met all of the criteria for Level 4 by this point.

* There is accurate and relevant knowledge across the time period c1500—1700 to support each
point for AO1, the response considers at least three aspects of content which is a requirement
to access Level 4, and at AO2 there is a consistent approach to analytical explanation which is
directed at the conceptual focus of the question.

¢ Level 4 awarded.

22
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Explain why... Crime and Punishment

Question

4

Explain why there have been changes in the work of the police in the period from
1900 to the present day.

You may use the following in your answer:
« forensic science

s cars

You must also use information of your own

Target: Analysis of second order concepts: causation/change [AO2];
Knowledge and understanding of features and characteristics [AO1].
AOD2: 6 marks.
AO1: & marks.

Level Mark

Descriptor

No rewardable material.

+ A simple or generalised answer is given, lacking development and organisation.

[AD2]
+ Limited knowledge and understanding of the topic is shown. [AC1]

+ An explanation is given, showing limited analysis and with implicit or unsustained

links to the conceptual focus of the question. It shows some development and
organisation of material, but a line of reasoning is not sustained. [AD2]

+ Accurate and relevant information is included, showing some knowledge and
understanding of the period. [AD1]

Maximum 5 marks for Level 2 answers that do not go beyond aspects prompted by

the stimulus points

+ An explanation is given, showing some analysis, which is mainly directed at the
conceptual focus of the question. It shows a line of reasoning that is generally

sustained, although some passages may lack coherence and organisation. [AO2]

+ Accurate and relevant information is included, showing good knowledge and
understanding of the required features or characteristics of the period studied.
[AD1]

Maximum 8 marks for Level 3 answers that do not go beyond aspects prompted by

the stimulus points.

4 10-12

+ An analytical explanation is given which is directed consistently at the conceptual
focus of the question, showing a line of reasoning that is coherent, sustained and

logically structured. [AO2]

+ Accurate and relevant information is precisely selected to address the question
directly, showing wide-ranging knowledge and understanding of the required
features or characteristics of the period studied. [AQ1]

No access to Level 4 for answers that do not go beyond aspects prompted by the
stimulus points.
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Explain why... Response 6

4  Explain why there have been changes in the work of the police in the perlod from
1900 to the present day.

o 4
You may use the following in your answer; :
« forensic schence

Cars
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Examiner comments

The opening paragraph addresses forensic science, which is cited as a stimulus point in the
guestion. For AO1 there is some relevant knowledge, but this is not developed through the use
of specific examples such as DNA or fingerprinting. For AO2 the response offers a sense of
change, but the analysis is limited as the explanation is left implicit. No explanation as to how
forensic science changed the work of the police is offered other than the assumption that it
made things easier than without it.

The rest of the response follows in similar fashion; the candidate addresses changes to
transport, but the provided knowledge refers to examples pre-1900 and not those that led to
change through technological examples.

There is a little more focus in the final paragraph which addresses the impact of computers on
police work.

Whilst there is no need to provide an overall judgement the candidate presents one, but again
the focus on change is left implicit with an overall impression that things have got ‘easier’.
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* Throughout the answer AO2 is judged to be limited analysis with an implicit link to the
conceptual focus of the question. For AO1 there is some accurate knowledge and
understanding of the time period. The response does go beyond the stimulus points
considering three aspects of content.

* Awarded top of Level 2.
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