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This pack is for delegates attending the GCSE History network event for the explain why… questions.  This 
pack contains the exemplar material that you will need during the meeting, as well as a space to type any 
notes or comments. 

 

This GCSE History network will allow delegates to:  

• Receive a brief update on the qualification and ask questions  

• Revisit the explain why… question and how it is assessed  

• Talk through some marked exemplar student answers  

• Network and share teaching ideas and strategies  

  

Are there any updates or new resources that Pearson are offering which you would like to check out after this 
meeting? 
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Paper 2 exemplars 

Explain why… Anglo-Saxons and Normans 
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Explain why… Response 1  
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What level did this receive?  Use this space to make notes. 
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Explain why… Elizabeth  
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Explain why… Response 2 
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What level did this receive?  Use this space to make notes. 
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Paper 3 exemplars 

Explain why… Weimar and Nazi Germany  
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Explain why… Response 3 
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What level did this receive?  Use this space to make notes. 
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Explain why… Response 4 
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What level did this receive?  Use this space to make notes. 
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Sharing good practice 

 

 

  

Use this space to record any ideas, teaching strategies or other notes from the discussion. 
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Paper 1 exemplars 

Explain why… Medicine  
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Explain why… Response 5 
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Examiner comments 

• The first paragraph demonstrates the importance of the work of Vesalius in disproving Galen’s 
previous theory of the four humours. For AO2, there is good analysis of the scale and 
limitations of the change this led to whilst demonstrating accurate and relevant knowledge of 
the time period.  

• The next paragraph addresses the work of Thomas Sydenham, cited as a stimulus point in the 
question. Again, there is accurate knowledge and an analytical approach to addressing the 
changes which resulted from his work.  

• Finally, the response considers the impact of the printing press from the stimulus points and 
concludes with the work of the Royal Society, although this is incorrectly stated as being 
established under Charles I rather than Charles II. Despite this error, the answer has already 
met all of the criteria for Level 4 by this point. 

• There is accurate and relevant knowledge across the time period c1500–1700 to support each 
point for AO1, the response considers at least three aspects of content which is a requirement 
to access Level 4, and at AO2 there is a consistent approach to analytical explanation which is 
directed at the conceptual focus of the question. 

• Level 4 awarded.  
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Explain why… Crime and Punishment  

 

 

 

 

  



24 
GCSE History autumn term 2021 online network: Explain why… questions delegate booklet 

Explain why… Response 6 
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Examiner comments 

• The opening paragraph addresses forensic science, which is cited as a stimulus point in the 
question. For AO1 there is some relevant knowledge, but this is not developed through the use 
of specific examples such as DNA or fingerprinting. For AO2 the response offers a sense of 
change, but the analysis is limited as the explanation is left implicit. No explanation as to how 
forensic science changed the work of the police is offered other than the assumption that it 
made things easier than without it.  

• The rest of the response follows in similar fashion; the candidate addresses changes to 
transport, but the provided knowledge refers to examples pre-1900 and not those that led to 
change through technological examples.  

• There is a little more focus in the final paragraph which addresses the impact of computers on 
police work.  

• Whilst there is no need to provide an overall judgement the candidate presents one, but again 
the focus on change is left implicit with an overall impression that things have got ‘easier’.  
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• Throughout the answer AO2 is judged to be limited analysis with an implicit link to the 
conceptual focus of the question. For AO1 there is some accurate knowledge and 
understanding of the time period. The response does go beyond the stimulus points 
considering three aspects of content. 

• Awarded top of Level 2.  

 


